Council loan boosts Community’s 

£2 million affordable housing plans
The development of affordable housing in Crosby Ravensworth has been given a big boost by the local District Council’s Executive Members approving a £30k loan to the Lyvennet Community Trust (LCT) to create 12 units of affordable housing and provision of infrastructure for a further eight affordable self build units on a brownfield site in Crosby Ravensworth. 
Kevin Douglas, Eden District Council, Chief Executive said: “We are delighted to be able to support the Lyvennet Community Trust in developing affordable housing, this is the Council’s top priority. Changes at the Homes and Communities Agency mean that community lands trusts can now apply for funding and develop affordable housing schemes to benefit their own communities.  

“We are always looking for innovative work to create more affordable housing and by giving a £30k loan to the LCT they can unlock the potential of the brownfield site they are currently negotiating to buy. The money will be used to carry out various pre-development activities including surveys, legal costs associated with purchase and in securing the additional funding from government agencies and financial institutions. The Lyvennet Community Trust has been given received  £2k from the Council, this was money we received from an anonymous benefactor who wished the sum to be used to create affordable homes in Eden.”
Lyvennet Community Trust is the first Community Land Trust in Cumbria to be constituted (so can legally apply for funding) and is run by an executive committee of 11 trustees including Parish and District Councillors. 
The overall cost of the scheme of 12 units of affordable housing and provision of infrastructure for a further eight affordable self build units is estimated to be around £2 million. This would potentially be part funded with a Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) grant of £650,000, which will be used to purchase the site and develop the 12 affordable homes. Council Housing Officers, the HCA and LCT are all working to progress the necessary arrangements to put this funding in place. 

 David Graham, Chairman of the Lyvennet Community Trust, said: “A housing needs survey carried out in the area identified 23 individuals, and families in need of affordable homes in our community. Over the last 15 months we have been working up our plans with the support of Eden District Council to provide a community based solution. We have a lot of talent in our community but have also been able to draw on wide ranging support.

“Eden District Council have been excellent partners. As well as this loan facility they part fund specialist support from Cumbria Rural Housing Trust’s CLT Officer who introduced us to the national Community Land Trust Fund and the Development Trust Association. The most challenging aspect has been securing the necessary funding so Eden DC support for our grant application to the Homes & Communities Agency has been important, and we are very pleased to have Eden Housing Association as development partners. We think the versatility and community support offered by the CLT model can make a real difference to community sustainability and hope the schemes we are developing will help smooth the process for other interested communities in Cumbria." 
Council planning officers have already identified the Crosby Ravensworth site in Council planning policies as a deliverable site for affordable housing because it is in a local service centre (close to key local amenities). 

For more information and advice about Eden District Council Planning or Housing policies visit www.eden.gov.uk or tel: 01768 817817. For more information about Lyvennet Community Trust visit: www.lyvennetcommunitytrust.org
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Picture Caption: David Graham, Chairman of the Lyvennet Community Trust (centre) celebrates with Eden's District Council’s Chief Executive, Kevin Douglas and Principal Housing Officer Anne Rogers after the Council's Executive approved a £30k loan to the Trust to create 12 units of affordable housing and provision of infrastructure for a further eight affordable self build units on a brownfield site in Crosby Ravensworth. 

Notes to Editors

Eden District Council has 38 elected members and is the most sparsely populated district in England and Wales. The District area covers 830 square miles and has scenic landscapes, historic market towns, excellent tourist facilities and vibrant communities. The council’s strategic aim is: To Best Serve the People of Eden.
The Lyvennet Community Trust was set up in August 2009 as a Community Land Trust with the initial aim of providing community affordable housing. The 11 trustees are all members of the community from a range of backgrounds, local business owner, semi-retired farmer to company director. 

The Trust has been supported by Andy Lloyd, the Community Land Trust Officer from Cumbria Rural Housing Trust, the posy being partly funded by Eden District Council.

The Trust is also involved in the rescue of the the Butchers Arms, in Crosby Ravensworth, the last village pub. To date 97 individuals have pledged £1500 to form a cooperative aimed at buying and running the pub as a community hub.

Further information on the work of the LCT can be found on its website at www.lyvennetcommunitytrust.org or by contacting the Chairman at lct@crosbyraven.freeserve.co.uk
